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VA. CODE ANN. § 9.1-101

Virginia Code Section 18.2-31(6) makes the "premeditated killing of a lawenforcement officer as defined in Virginia Code Section 9.1-101" a capital
murder.' House Bill 2612 redefines "law enforcement officer[,]" as stated in
Section 9.1-101, to include conservation officers of the Department of Conservation and Recreation commissioned pursuant to Virginia Code Section 10.1-115.2
Section 10.1-115 discusses the appointment of conservation officers by the
Governor as recommended by the Director of the Department, the qualifications
necessary for this position and the required oath these officers must take.3 By
extending the definition of "law enforcement officer" to include conservation
officers, House Bill 2612 effectively broadens Virginia Code Section 18.2-31, the
capital murder statute. Thus, capital defense practitioners should be aware that
the "willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing of" a conservation officer
constitutes capital murder.
Priya Nath

1. VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-31(6) (Michie Supp. 2002) (stating that "the willful, deliberate,
and premeditated killing of a law-enforcement officer" constitutes capital murder); VA. CODEANN.
§ 9.1-101 (Michie Supp. 2002) (defining law-enforcement officer as "any full-time or part-time
employee of a police department or sheriff's office which is a part of or administered by the
Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof").

2.

H.D. 2612, 2003 Gen. Assem., Reg. Sess. (Va. 2003)(to be codified at VA. CODE ANN.

9.1-101).

3. VA. CODE ANN. § 10.1-115(A)-(D) (1998) (describing the qualifications required to
appoint conservation officers).

